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YEATMAN HIGH SCHOOL 

Silas Marner, As You Like It, Twelfth Night, The Merchant of 
Venice, A Midsummer-Night's Dream, The Foresters (Tennyson), 
The Good Natured Man, The Rivals, The School for Scandal, Sher- 
wood (Noyes), Arms and the Man (Shaw), Strife (Galsworthy), Ulysses 
(Phillips), Disraeli (Parker), Neighbors, The Golden Doom (Dunsany), 
She Stoops to Conquer, Nathan Hale, The Cricket on the Hearth, 
Miles Standish, Pandora's Box (Hawthorne). 

MCKINLEY HIGH SCHOOL 

A Midsummer-Night's Dream, The Taming of the Shrew, The 
Merchant of Venice, She Stoops to Conquer, The Cricket on the Hearth, 
The Land of Heart's Desire (Yeats), Le Voyage de M. Perichon (Labiche 
and Martin), The Birds of Killingworth, Thrift (Hofisten). 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Comus, Zaragueta, Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme, Doctor in Spite of 
Himself, Antigone, The Princess, The Class Play (Gerstenberg), Ulysses, 
The Far Away Princess (Sudermann), Rose of the Wind (Branch), A 
Midsummer-Night's Dream, Love's Labors Lost, The Comedy of 
Errors, As You Like It, The Arraignment of Paris (Peele), The Chinese 
Lantern (Housman), Fanny and the Servant Problem (Jerome), Green 
Stockings. 

Clarence ' Stratton, 
Chairman, National Council Committee on Plays 

Central High School 
St. Louis, Mo. 



BETTER ENGLISH 

A sub-committee of the Committee on American Speech has been 
organized for the purpose of conferring with houses interested in making 
records to see what can be procured in records which may be used in 
schools as standards in reading. Miss Katherine Jewell Everts is 
chairman and will be assisted by Messrs. John M. Clapp and C. C. 
Certain. 

The Better English Circle of the Cincinnati Woman's Club has 
enrolled for this its first year of existence a membership of one hundred. 
The Circle will be divided into groups which will be responsible respect- 
ively for the fourteen programs planned. The Public Library of Cin- 
cinnati is in active co-operation with the circle. 



538 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

The following letter, from a recent graduate of Hyde Park High 
School, Chicago, was written for use among my ninth-grade boys. It is 
so valuable for those who are interested in the "Better English club" 
idea that I am sharing it thus with the readers of the English Journal. 

Dear Miss Crumpton: 

I am sending you something that I think may interest some of your pupils 
if they are thinking of forming clubs. Our organization is rather novel. It 
resembles a fraternity in no respects, and yet it has proved a real success. 
This document which we take great pride in calling our club newspaper can 
perhaps give you some idea of what our operations consist of. We meet every 
Friday night to discuss current topics. The chairman for each meeting is 
elected two weeks ahead of time, and there is no permanent officer except the 
secretary who is elected every four meetings and may be re-elected once. His 
duty consists of taking the minutes, notifying the members by postcard as 
to the place of the meeting, the topic to be discussed, etc., and keeping all 
club records in order. 

The chairman chooses the topic to be discussed at the meeting at which he 
is to preside two weeks ahead of time, in order that the members may have 
ample time to prepare. We always have a lively discussion and I can't tell 
you how much we enjoy it. The chairman, which office is of course filled by 
a different member at each meeting, holds the meeting at his own house, so 
that all expense is eliminated. There are no dues. 

Another interesting feature is the speaker. Every week he is appointed 
by the chairman ahead of time to make a three minute speech reviewing the 
principal events of the week. One minute additions are then in order from all 
who have anything to say on that subject. 

The discussion is always preceded by business meeting. We have just 
made arrangements for a stenographer to take down the complete process 
verbal at the next meeting, so that our minutes will be like a regular con- 
gressional record. We hope to continue this system in the future, as it will 
be a great help to all of us, and will surely make the club more worth while. 
I should have told you in the beginning that all this information is about The 
Current Topics Discussion Club. 

Contrary to the expectations of a good many who were positive that the 
idea on which the club was based would not work out successfully with young 
boys, the club is a wonderful result of what young boys who want to do some- 
thing worth while can do. We get a great deal of fun out of it, and it is by 
no means "dead " as some might suppose such an organization to be. We 
have struck out in various branches of athletics in competition with other 
clubs, and we have given banquets and other social affairs which have turned 
out remarkably well. The best thing that can be said about it is that every 
fellow is thoroughly interested in it, and that the membership is growing weekly. 
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I am sorry I could not send you a better-looking copy of the "newspaper" 
but not being veteran mimeographers, we look for better results in the future. 
I have just written a very bad sentence which I hope you will overlook. 

Very truly yours, 

J. Knowles Robbins 

Mr. J. S. Lathers, of the Michigan State Normal College at 
Ypsilanti, writes: 

There is one phase of the work which impresses me more and more every 
year and I am sure must have made its appeal to you: that is the task of 
making the young people realize the practical importance of good speech to 
themselves and placing them as often as possible in positions where they will 
definitely feel the need of clear and correct pronunciation. I find that a large 
proportion of those who mumble do not realize that their speech is inferior 
to that of clear, correct speakers. More than this, they are skeptical if told 
of their shortcomings. They are willing to admit that they are not just 
precise, but they still feel that they can make people understand well enough 
for all practical purposes. I try to put them in positions where this claim will 
prove invalid. 

Again and again in a moderately large classroom, by having the students 
talk to each other, I get them to complaining that they cannot hear those who 
are only a few feet away. In this way I can get them to realize that something 
is wrong, and I set them to observe how some good speaker manages who 
must carry his message to one or two thousand. 

I think too that there is great opportunity in reading all through the grades 
to teach oral expression by having the child present something which the other 
children are anxious to know, not what they have in the book before them. 

Miss Jennie B. Sturgeon, of Rock Island, Illinois, writes: 
We are emphasizing this year the development of a vocabulary by insisting 
upon the mastery — spelling, meaning, and ability to use — of a minimum number 
of new words a week, the number varying for different years and for A, B, C 
sections of those classes that are graded according to ability. We hope by 
this means to help overcome the poverty of expression which afflicts most of 
our pupils. 

A very pleasing play for Better Speech purposes, entitled Pandora, 
written by Miss Nila Smith, Marr School, Detroit, now supervisor, and 
her third-year pupils, will be published in the November issue of the 
Bulletin of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English. For a copy 
one may write, inclosing ten cents, to Mr. H. G. Paul, University of 

Illinois, Urbana. 

Claudia E. Crumpton 
Secretary of Committee on American Speech 



